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SEARCHED FOR:In his inaugural address at the TDP's annual conclave Mahanadu here, Naidu gave the call "Quit Jagan - Save Andhra Pradesh", exhorting people to vote out the "scandalous and ruinous" regime in the state.27 May, 2022, 05.29 PM ISTThe new 'stupa' has 133 sculpted sandstone panels on its drum and dome- including one of BR
Ambedkar embracing Buddhism-and a brass-coated mandapam with eight statues of the Buddha (made by some 1,200 artisans from Allagadda in Andhra Pradesh. The sprawling complex also has a Jatakavanam, a Dhyanavanam, a convention centre, hotels, auditoria, a Buddhist arts and crafts village and even a traditional Buddhist medicine centre.21
May, 2022, 01.09 AM ISTThe minister, during the Question Hour in the Upper House, also said the division of assets between Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, as per the Andhra Pradesh Reorganisation Act, can be speedily undertaken with mutual agreement and the Centre can only act as a coordinating agency. Responding to BJP leader GV L
Narasimha Rao's query on "confusion" over the capital city of Andhra Pradesh, the minister said the state government has the right to take a decision on creating a capital city.02 Feb, 2022, 03.38 PM ISTDhavan said he was not in a position to say that the matter be heard here but on instructions, "I can say that it should be heard in the high court, at
length as there are too many facts and case laws in the matter and, moreover, it is against the interim order".13 Jul, 2021, 02.07 PM ISTThe Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy government had earlier constituted the 10-member SIT, headed by a Deputy Inspector General of Police- rank IPS officer, to conduct a comprehensive investigation into various alleged
irregularities, particularly the land deals in the Amaravati Capital Region, during the previous Chandrababu Naidu regime.05 Mar, 2021, 09.00 PM ISTThe apex court said it would also hear on March 5 the separate petition filed by the state government against another high court order in a matter which relates to alleged illegal land transactions
during shifting of the state capital to Amaravati.09 Feb, 2021, 01.47 PM ISTThe state Cabinet, at its meeting last week, cleared the project to be implemented in the four Rayalaseema districts of Anantapuramu, Chittoor, Kadapa and Kurnool besides Prakasam in south coastal AP.21 Dec, 2020, 12.00 PM ISTThe projects inaugurated included the long-
awaited 2.7-km Kanaka Durga flyover, a new jewel for Vijayawada city, built at a cost of Rs 501 crore, with the state governments contribution of Rs 146 crore.16 Oct, 2020, 01.53 PM ISTThe agitation by thousands of farmers in 29 villages who had given their land to the development of Amaravati as the capital city has reached 200 days. Many NRIs
of Andhra origin have also expressed their solidarity with the villagers.07 Jul, 2020, 10.23 AM ISTThe 1.4 per cent decrease in the budget estimates was on account of major economic slowdown during the COVID-19 pandemic, the Finance Minister said. The state's debt burden increased to Rs 3.02 lakh crore at the end of March 2020,up from Rs 2.59
lakh crore a year ago.16 Jun, 2020, 04.20 PM ISTAndhra Pradesh shows the way as to how to capitalise on capital ideas.25 Jan, 2020, 10.35 AM ISTTelugu Desam Party President and former chief minister of Andhra Pradesh, N Chandrababu Naidu, who has been fighting against YS Jagan Mohan Reddy government’s move to shift the capital city away
from Amaravati, vows to quit politics if a referendum that he is demanding goes against Amavarati.15 Jan, 2020, 08.20 PM ISTCountering the smear campaign carried out by the ruling YSR Congress government on the progress achieved at Amaravati, Naidu took the national media to various roads, buildings and trunk infrastructure built over 34,000
acres he had managed to obtain from farmers under land pooling.29 Nov, 2019, 08.50 AM ISTAhead of N Chandrababu Naidu's tour scheduled for Thursday, chief minister Reddy held a meeting of the Capital Region Development Authority on Monday, and ordered officials to resume construction works at Amaravati based on priorities and budgets.
The state government has indirectly indicated that Amaravati would remain the capital, albeit in a pruned down version.27 Nov, 2019, 10.47 AM ISTIn an order, the Jagan Mohan Reddy government said it has observed statutory audit has reported an abnormal spurt in power purchase cost and deteriorated financial position of the Discoms.19 Nov,
2019, 12.40 PM ISTDeputy Inspector General of Police Md Ehsan Raza said 19 bodies were recovered so far and many more could be trapped inside the boat.17 Sep, 2019, 01.53 PM ISTThe construction of the city, known as Amaravati, is the brainchild of the state's former chief minister, N. Chandrababu Naidu, who lost power in elections in May.23
Jul, 2019, 02.32 PM ISTGovernment chief whip G Srikanth Reddy said that the World Bank had found several irregularities in the project.20 Jul, 2019, 11.34 AM ISTOn Thursday, the World Bank in its website said the project is ‘dropped’, without elaborating on the reasons for its decision.19 Jul, 2019, 10.26 AM ISTThe Andhra Pradesh chief secretary
on Wednesday issued orders cancelling projects awarded before April 1.01 Jun, 2019, 10.56 AM ISTReddy said a white paper in this regard would be released after reviewing the works of each department in the state.26 May, 2019, 06.29 PM ISTthe CRDA has decided to retain the additional subscription of Rs 700 crore by exercising the green-shoe
option22 Aug, 2018, 03.56 PM ISTThe Centre and Andhra Pradesh government have requested the World Bank to finance select infrastructure works in Amaravati which is to be co-financed by AIIB.17 Jul, 2018, 04.51 PM ISTChandrababu Naidu’s decision to walk out of the Central government is likely to hurt his plans to build a Singapore-like capital
city for Andhra.25 Mar, 2018, 10.15 AM ISTThe government has submitted "utilisation certificates" to the Centre, which granted Rs 1,500 crore, stating the money was spent on building "structures as mentioned.07 Jan, 2018, 06.31 PM ISTNGT directed the state government to scrupulously follow all the conditions laid down in the environmental
clearance granted to the project.18 Nov, 2017, 12.51 PM ISTMany of the benchmarks set for the development for the future city are at par with Sweden, Japan, Taiwan and UAE. Moreover, the city will have infrastructure to floodproof it for 100 years.12 Jul, 2017, 10.04 AM IST"Work is in full swing to create a world-class infrastructure for Andhra
Pradesh's new capital Amaravati. A dozen institutions have been alloted 995.5 acre of land in Amaravati for projects worth Rs 17,808 crore," an Andhra Pradesh government official told.14 Jun, 2017, 04.50 PM IST"The Chief Minister does not even have clarity on how much land is required for the capital," said Jagan, who toured several villages in the
capital region.19 Jan, 2017, 09.20 PM ISTBACK TO TOP 1 See Reiner de Graaf and Ricardo Solar, Phantom Urbanism (Cambridge, MA: Graduate School of Design, Harvard University, 2018), Christian Sorace and William Hurst, “China's Phantom Urbanisation and the Pathology of Ghost Cities,” Journal of Contemporary Asia 46, no. 2 (2016): 304-22;
Christopher Marcinkoski, The City That Never Was (New York: Princeton Architectural Press, 2015).2 On infrastructure see Brian Larkin, “The Politics and Poetics of Infrastructure,” Annual Review of Anthropology 42, no. 1 (2013): 329. For an example of such photographic documentation see Julia Schulz-Dornburg and Oriol Nello, Modern Ruins: A
Topography of Profit (Berlin: Aedes, 2013).3 Marcinkoski, The City that Never Was, 16.4 In their edited collection, Interrupted Cities, Shirley Ann Jordan and Christophe Lindner consider epiphenomenal acts of disruption carried out by artists and performers seeking to disrupt the speed of cities (of development, gentrification, securitization and other
processes). See Shirley Ann Jordan and Christoph Lindner, “Visual Culture and Interruption,” in Cities Interrupted, ed. Shirley Ann Jordan and Christophe Lindner (London: Bloomsbury Academic, 2016), 1-6. My use of the term “interruption” refers to the arrested development of new city projects. I am grateful to Akshara Khaitan who suggested the
term as a lens through which to consider Amaravati.5 On “fast urbanism” see Ayona Datta and Abdul Shaban, Mega-urbanization in the Global South: Fast Cities and New Urban Utopias of the Postcolonial State (New York: Routledge, 2017). Datta has also argued that a “rhetoric of urgency” is sometimes used to “justify the speeding up of law-
making, regulations and policies to enable a new city to quickly materialise.” Ayona Datta, “New Urban Utopias of Postcolonial India,” Dialogues in Human Geography 5, no. 1 (2015): 5.6 Here, I place “city” in scare quotes to suggest that many of these developments call into question the fundamental conditions of urbanity. In this sense,
Marcinkoski’s The City That Never Was examines projects that misunderstood the very nature of what a city is. For additional examples of such new city developments in India, see Datta, “New Urban Utopias.”7 The States Reorganisation Commission, “Report of the States Reorganisation Commission,” New Delhi, Government of India, 1955, 9.8 K.
Nageshwar, “Parliament, State Legislature and Bifurcation,” Economic and Political Weekly 49, no. 3 (January 18, 2014): 30.9 Mahendra Prasad Singh argues that that the central government has ignored “rationality and financial viability” in the determination of new state creation, often yielding to political interests and expediency. Mahendra Prasad
Singh, “A Borderless Internal Federal Space? Reorganization of States in India,” India Review 6, no. 4 (2007): 245.10 Lloyd Rudolph and Susanne Hoeber Rudolph locate the figure of Chandrababu Naidu within a new federal economy in which chief ministers “are seen on front pages, covers of news magazines and television screens, making and
breaking coalition governments [and] welcoming foreign statesmen.” Lloyd I. Rudolph and Susanne Hoeber Rudolph, “Iconisation of Chandrababu: Sharing Sovereigntyin India's Federal Market Economy,” Economic and Political Weekly 36, no. 18 (May 2001): 1541.11 Haynes and Rao point out that apart from these well-known examples, the Indian
state built 118 towns between 1947 and 1981. The three examples cited here are particularly relevant for their role as administrative capitals. Douglas E. Haynes and Nikhil Rao, “Beyond the Colonial City: Re-Evaluating the Urban History of India, ca. 1920-1970,” South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies 36, no. 3 (2013): 329. Along with
administrative capitals, the decades after independence saw the development of three other types of new city: for the settlement of refugees after partition; for industrial towns; and for new peri-urban towns that facilitated the growth of existing cities.12 Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru’s involvement in the development of Chandigarh—from
intervening in disputes about tapestries in the High Court building to staffing decisions—has been widely documented. See Peter Fitting, “Urban Planning/Utopian Dreaming: Le Corbusier's Chandigarh Today,” Utopian Studies 13, no. 1 (2002): 75.13 Singh, “Borderless Internal Federal Space,” 245.14 Michael Goldman and Devika Narayan, “Through
the Optics of Finance: Speculative Urbanism and the Transformation of Markets,” International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 45, no. 2 (2022): 209.15 Goldman and Narayan, “Optics of Finance,” 228.16 Goldman and Narayan, “Optics of Finance,” 214.17 Carol Upadhya, “Assembling Amaravati: Speculative Accumulation in a New Indian
City,” Economy and Society 49, no. 1 (2020): 142.18 Upadhya, “Assembling Amaravati,” 143.19 Upadhya, “Assembling Amaravati,” 148.20 In a workshop on Amaravati’s development, the APCRDA identified nine “Investor Classes,” or potential sources for financing for the purchase of land. These included land monetization (discussed below), central
government schemes, convertible bonds, multilateral and bilateral banks, public private partnerships, the domestic debt market, the selling of equity stakes through pension and infrastructural funds, the international debt market and the sale of bonds. APCRDA, “Amaravati Deep Dive Workshop: Liveability, Economic Powerhouse, Infrastructure,
Governance,” presented at The Gateway Hotel, Vijaywada, India, December 14-15, 2017.21 Surbana International Consultants was previously known as the Building and Development Division of the Housing Development Board. Jurong Town Corporation was responsible for the development of industrial estates. Increasingly, Surbana Jurong’s role



has been to export Singapore’s development and planning model to countries across Asia, leveraging the city-state’s reputation for efficiency to promote the value of their consulting services. In 2018, the company employed a workforce of 13,000 operating in 113 offices across 43 cities with an annual turnover of S$1.3billion. See C. P. Pow,
“Constructing Authority: Embodied Expertise, Homegrown Neoliberalism, and the Globalization of Singapore’s Private Planning,” Environment and Planning 50, no. 6 (2018): 1209-27.22 Surbana Jurong, “Amaravati, Capital City of Andhra Pradesh,” Key Projects, Ascendas-Sinbridge has built eight information technology parks in five Indian cities and
has planned 28 cities across Asia. Mia Tahara-Stubbs, “Ascendas-Singbridge and Sembcorp Win Amaravati Urban Development,” Project Finance, May 17, 2017. The contracting of Ascendars-Singbridge through a “Swiss Challenge” bid was sharply contested by Indian developers who felt unfairly shut out of the process. Vamsi Vakulabharanam and N
Purendra Prasad, “Babu’s Camelot: Amaravati and the Emerging Capitalist Dynamics in ‘New’ Andhra Pradesh,” Economic and Political Weekly 52, no. 2 (January 14, 2017): 70.24 Quoted in C. Ramachandraiah, “Andhra Pradesh’s Master Plan for Its New Capital: Speculation and Weak Foundations,” Economic and Political Weekly 50, no. 38
(September 19, 2015): 10.25 Aihwa Ong, “Introduction: Worlding Cities, or the Art of Being Global,” in Worlding Cities: Asian Experiments and the Art of being Global, ed. Ananya Roy and Aihwa Ong (Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell, 2011), 1-26.26 This point is made in Tim Bunnell, “City Networks as Alternative Geographies of Southeast Asia,” Trans-
Regional and -National Studies of Southeast Asia 1, no. 1 (2013): 27-43.27 Vikramaditya Prakash, “Messy Work: Transnational Collaboration in Chandigarh,” in Messy Urbanism: Understanding the “Other” Cities of Asia, ed. Manish Chalana and Jeffrey Chou (Hong Kong: University of Hong Kong Press, 2016), 176.28 Traditional vaastu practices
described in ancient architectural manuals were rooted in religious beliefs, astronomy and planetary alignments. In recent decades, vaastu has seen a resurgence and is applied to nearly any scale of building among certain communities. See Joseph Aranha, “Old Tradition, New Applications: ‘Vaastu’ In The Contemporary Built Environment In India,”
Traditional Dwellings and Settlements Review 24, no. 1 (2012): 17-18. “Vaastu considerations” also determined the north-south orientation of the Government Complex and the situation of its axis between hills located to the north and south.29 Because Amaravati’s boundaries encompassed 26 villages as well as riverfront “multi-crop” tracts, the LAA
clauses may have impeded a swift appropriation of land. The “multi-crop” tracts would also have been off-limits under the LAA. For more on the APCRDA'’s rationale for land-pooling, see Vakulabharanam and Prasad, “Babu's Camelot,” 69-78.30 APCRDA, Amaravati Project Report, 4th ed., February 2019, 20.31 APCRDA, “Amaravati, The People’s
Capital: Innovative & Inclusive Land Pooling Scheme, Vijaywada,” APCRDA Project Report, 2018, 31.32 N. S. Sathya Sai Baba, Welcome To Esri India User Conference: Securing Land Records through Blockchain, APCRDA PowerPoint Presentation, Hyderabad, India, September 6, 2018, 7.33 The capital was announced in August 2014 and the site
finalized in September. The land-pooling scheme was unveiled in December. In March 2015, the land-pooling scheme was completed, with 33,000 acres transferred from landowners to the APCRDA. The first lottery to assign returned lands took place on October 1, 2016; the final lottery on January 25, 2017. The scheme thus took several months to
secure land transfer through land-pooling and from two to two and a half years to assign returned lands. APCRDA, “Amaravati, The People’s Capital,” 33. This timeline can be compared with the Sivaramakrishnan Expert Committee’s original estimate that any land-pooling scheme would require four years to implement barring any project delays. K. C.
Sivaramakrishnan et al., Report of the Expert Committee appointed by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Union of India to Study the Alternatives for a New Capital for the State of Andhra Pradesh (New Delhi: Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, 2014), 6.34 For a discussion of some of these strategies see Dag Bergesen Kolstg, “Amaravati: The
Making of a Disaster Capital in Andhra Pradesh?” Economic & Political Weekly 54, no. 20 (May 2019), updated May 20, 2019, For an account from the perspective of the tenant farmers and laborers impacted by the capital development project see M. Suchitra, “Capital Punishment,” Down to Earth, updated July 7, 2015, Upadhya describes a “new
class of ‘real estate’ brokers [who] appeared in capital region villages to cater to this new market, operating out of small, brightly painted shacks hastily erected along rural roads, or circulating on motorcycles in search of prospective customers.” Upadhya, “Assembling Amaravati,” 142-44.37 For a description of the “peg marking” process used to
demarcate the new plots using a differential global positioning system, see APCRDA, “Amaravati, The People’s Capital,” 89-90.38 APCRDA, “Amaravati, The People’s Capital,” 117. Vakulabharanam and Prasad argue that this move toward real estate speculation is accompanied by the privileging of capital accumulation and moneylending, leaving little
room for farming and labor as economic drivers. Vakulabharanam and Prasad, “Babu's Camelot,” 70.39 Upadhya, “Assembling Amaravati,” 154.40 The Flood Mitigation Works also included three new reservoirs for the site and an eight-kilometer-long gravity canal. For a description of the current flooding conditions and the scale of the mitigation plan
see Andhra Pradesh Development Corporation Limited (ADCL) and APCRDA, “Amaravati Flood Mitigation Works: Environmental Impact Assessment, Environment Management Report,” APCRDA Project Report, August 2018.41 APCRDA, “Smart City Amaravati: Integrated Infrastructure Master Plan,” March 2017, In an assessment of the rationale for
funding Amaravati’s development, The World Bank describes the project’s use of integrated infrastructure and land-pooling as innovations that could be applied to other parts of India. The World Bank, “Amaravati Sustainable Capital City Development Project (P159808),” Project Information Document (PIDISDSC17980), August 8, 2016, ADCL and
APCRDA, “Amaravati Deep Dive Workshop: Infrastructure: Water, Waste Water and Storm Water” (presented at The Gateway Hotel, Vijaywada, India, December 14-15, 2017, 19-22).44 In February 2019, three residential tower clusters, representing 3,888 residential units, were 47.1 percent, 47.2 percent and 48.6 percent complete respectively. The
projects were expected to be completed in the fall of 2019, with a total construction time of between fifteen and seventeen months. APCRDA, Amaravati Project, 4th ed., 86-89.45 Michael Osman, “The Managerial Aesthetics of Concrete,” Perspecta 45 (2012): 69.46 APCRDA, Amaravati Project Report, 4th ed., 76.47 APCRDA, Amaravati Project
Report, 4th ed., 105.48 APCRDA, Amaravati Project Report, 4th ed., 105.49 APCRDA, Amaravati Project Report, 4th ed., 105.50 APCRDA, Amaravati Project Report, 4th ed., 105.51 Goldman and Narayan, “Optics of Finance,” 214.52 Ruchir Sharma argues that during Naidu’'s first term, it was “because he focused so heavily on reviving the state’s
blighted cities that he was voted out by the rural majority,” suggesting that Naidu’s penchant for urban-centric policies was not new. Ruchir Sharma, “The Rise of the Rest of India: How States Have Become the Engines of Growth,” Foreign Affairs 92, no. 5 (October 2013): 79.
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